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SUBJECT: Iamportance of the Services Rendersd %o UBIS by Forsign Brosdcast

Inforuation Bervice/Ssigon

It hes come to the attention of the post ithat the clesing of the
Saigon duresu of YREIB is under consideration. The post earmeatly hopes
that something can be done to prevent it., It occurs to us that it might
Be apyropriate to set forth in some detail our ressous for desiring con-
tinued operation of the buresu, s desire which we believe is shared by
all U.8., government agencies here.

Reports from the looal FAIS buresu asre topical, timely and relisble.
Scme of the services we receive could not be duplicated by service from
snother and more dlstant bureau.

It goes without paying that s propegendist’s effectiveness cen be
measured in direct proportion to his knowledge of his target andience.
According to recent OUB recommendations we are expectad to devole
incressing sttention to directing our cutput toward North Vietnsn. We
cannot effectively reach a2 Borthern Vietnemese audisnce without maximum
and lmmediste knowledge of whot they are doing and saylng. Cur best
single source is the local FBIS buresu., We understand that only a part
of thelr cove of Radio Banoi could be duplicated from the next
nearest bureau {(Okinswa).

Moreover, thairs is the only relisble summary of the North Vietnsa
presas. Most of our output here in the Bouth regarding Forth Vietnam,
i.e8., exposing Compunist lles, wesknesses, migtakes, ete., is based on
YBIS material.

FRIS/Baigon gives us rapid service, Not only do we receive their
bulletine guickly, we are cften alerted lmmediastely by telephone if an
iten is of particular importance. Nurtherwore, if we know, in sdvance,
of some specisi broedcast such as & spesch by a Communist Digwig, we can
request full text, snd we get 1t immsdiately after delivery.

¥BIS/Saigon is the only ear we have tuned to clandestine redio
operations in Vietnsm, since the power of such staticns is limited. Oppo-
sition to the government in this country sust of nscesslity be clandestine,
Open opposition is not permitted. The importance of our kKnowing what the
opposition is saying at all times ceannoct be unlerestimated.
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From USIS Belgon

The locel monitoring of Cambodisn broasdcasts could not be duplicated
on Okinaws, even if that buresu could recelve the signels, because
Okinaws has no Casboiian-langusge steff, #ith Cegboliisn-Vietnamese reia-
tions progressively deteriorating, it is necessary for us to keep abreast
of Cambodisn government propegsnds cutput,

Guite aside from the formal sarvices which FBIS/Baigen provides for
American sgencies here, there ix the fact that the small but excellent
gtaff is always avallable for informal consultstion. There is no more
knowledgeable group of men in the field of commnist propagenda here-
spouts, and their depariure would deal a heavy blov to the entire USBIS
effort. And while it is conceded that asuch of the game outjut could be
provided from Okinswa, the time leg could be criticsl and the volume
necessarily would be less, because post comsunication facilities already
are strained to the limit.

Robert P. Speer
Country Public Affeirs GIficer
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